Parson to Person

(Galatians 6 — Part 2)
(Verses 1-5)

“The Ministry of Restoration—Continued”
~Repeated from last Week™

“Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are
spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering
yourself lest you also be tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and so
fulfill the law of Christ. For if anyone thinks himself to be something,
when he is nothing, he deceives himself. But let each one examine his
own work, and then he will have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in
another. For each one shall bear his own load” (Galatians 6:1-5).

The expository study of the text above inspired a few specific
points for further discussion. Therefore, please allow me to focus the
text in a structured format—with some additional insights.

We are called to serve those who have “any trespass” in the
following manner—through the following standards:

1) Maturity

“Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are
spiritual restore such a one...” (vs. 1a).

With this in mind, we must note that maturity comes through time,
instruction, and testing.

“We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the
weak, and not to please ourselves. Let each of us please his neighbor
for his good, leading to edification. For even Christ did not please
Himself; but as it is written, ‘The reproaches of those who reproached
You fell on Me.” For whatever things were written before were written



for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the
Scriptures might have hope. Now may the God of patience and comfort
grant you to be like-minded toward one another, according to Christ
Jesus, that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 15:1-6).

2) In Humility
“Considering yourself lest you also be tempted” (vs. 1c).

“If anyone thinks himself to be something, when he is nothing, he
deceives himself” (vs. 3).

“I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy
of the calling with which you were called, with all lowliness and
gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love,
endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace”
(Ephesians 4:1-3).

“...the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable,
gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without
partiality and without hypocrisy” (James 3:17).

3) With “Rejoicing” — In the righteousness of Christ

“But let each one examine his own work, and then he will have
rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another” (vs. 4).

“But what things were gain to me, these | have counted loss for
Christ. Yet indeed | also count all things loss for the excellence of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have suffered the loss of
all things, and count them as rubbish, that | may gain Christ and be
found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law,
but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is



from God by faith;, that | may know Him and the power of His
resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to
His death, if, by any means, | may attain to the resurrection from the
dead.

Not that | have already attained, or am already perfected; but | press
on, that | may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold
of me. Brethren, | do not count myself to have apprehended; but one
thing | do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching
forward to those things which are ahead, | press toward the goal for
the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in
anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to
you. Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us
walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind.

Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk,
as you have us for a pattern” (Philippians 3:7-17).

4) With Patience — motivated by "love.”
“Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ” (vs. 2).

“If you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed
by one another!” (Galatians 5:14-15).

God grows His Sheep His way in His time.
5) With Discernment — and Discretion

a. Teachability in the transgressor.
e Restoration is only possible for the repentant.
e The teachable must be restored.

“Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness;
according to the multitude of Your tender mercies, blot out my



transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me
from my sin. For | acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is always
before me. Against You, You only, have | sinned, and done this evil in
Your sight—that You may be found just when You speak, and blameless
when You judge. Behold, | was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my
mother conceived me.

Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, and in the hidden part
You will make me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, and | shall
be clean; wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow. Make me hear joy
and gladness, that the bones You have broken may rejoice. Hide Your
face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean
heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me
away from Your presence, and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me by Your
generous Spirit. Then | will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners
shall be converted to You.

Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, the God of my
salvation, and my tongue shall sing aloud of Your righteousness. O
Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall show forth Your praise. For You
do not desire sacrifice, or else | would give it; You do not delight in burnt
offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a
contrite heart—these, O God, You will not despise. Do good in Your
good pleasure to Zion; build the walls of Jerusalem. Then You shall be
pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt offering and
whole burnt offering; then they shall offer bulls on Your altar” (Psalm
51).

b. The rebellious must be disciplined.



“Reject a divisive man after the first and second admonition,
knowing that such a person is warped and sinning, being self-
condemned” (Titus 3:10-11).

Discretion:
e Forgiveness: always.
e Restoration: with regulation.

o To fellowship? Yes
o To service? With discretion
Certain roles must be limited.

6) Under Accountability
“Each one shall bear his own load” (vs. 5).

“So then each of us shall give account of himself to God. Therefore
let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to
put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother’s way” (Romans
14:12-13).

“And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are
naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we [must give] account”
(Hebrews 4:13).

“Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch
out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with

joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you” (Hebrews
13:17).

May the Lord bless us with the grace to serve others faithfully—
as we serve the Lord.

| love you all,
Pastor Paul



